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Edmondson and Hoxie (1942) believe that the factors responsible for cardiac
rupture in an area of infarction are the degree of softening of the myocardium and
the height of the intraventricular pressure. In considering hypertension in relation
to papillary muscle rupture, Lowry and Burn (1941) mention that elevation of the
blood pressure, together with thickening of the mitral valve and shortening of the
chordae tendineae, are predisposing factors. In their opinion these would bring
about excessive strain on the necrotic papillary muscle and so cause its rupture.
In one of the present cases the left ventricle was moderately hypertrophied, but
there was no lesion of the mitral valve.
Once rupture of the muscle has developed death usually follows almost
immediately. Stevenson and Turner (1935) suggest that the diagnosis may be made
clinically by the sudden onset of a loud whistling to-and-fro murmur occurring in
association with the symptoms and signs of coronary occlusion and cardiac
infarction. In the present two cases, however, death occurred so suddenly that
there was no time for clinical investigation, and in spite of resuscitative measures,
the patients succumbed almost immediately after the onset of the symptoms.
SUMMARY
Two further cases of rupture of the posterior papillary muscle of the left ventricle
are reported. In each case the circumflex branch of the left coronary artery was
occluded, and there was a recent infarct in the left ventricle, which involved the
base of the papillary muscle.
Thanks are due to Dr. R. Marshall, F.R.C.P., for allowing access to the clinical
notes of the first case, and to Mr. D. Mehaffey, A.R.P.S., for the photography.
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REVIEW
THE SCOTSMAN'S FOOD: An Historical Introduction to Modern Food
Administration. By A. H. Kitchin, M.B., and R. Passmore, M.A., D.M.,
F.R.S.E. Pp. 86. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 3s. 6d.
THIS little book contains a pleasant, if somewhat curious, mixture of subjects. Social history,
demography, and elementary instruction on the composition of common foodstuffs are used to
introduce problems of scarcities in countries such as Scotland, which are over-populated or over-
industralized in relation to their food production. The work of the pre-war "social-nutritionists,"
such as Corry Mann and Boyd Orr, is used as an introduction to the modern phenomena of
rationing, black markets, food subsidies, and the like. In dealing with the difficult problems
relating to the effects of rationing and subsidized foods, the authors art notably dispassionate
and fair.
It is difficult to determine who would profitably read a book of this type. To the reviewer it
would seem too dogmatic in its sections on nutrition to be recommended with confidence to non-
medical readers, and it is too superficial to be recommended to doctors or medical students,
except as pleasant reading. A. C. S.
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